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lived in a mucous tube attached to the ahermatypic coral Caryophyllia decapali (YABE & EGUCHI , 1942) . The morphological characters of the polychaete were briefly reported .
Lumbrineris flabellicola (FAGS, 1936 ) (Lumbrineridae, Polychaeta) has been recorded from Japan only in a literature in which the scars of their mucous tubes have been photographed on a specimen of Flabellum pavoninum from Sagami Bay (as F. disfuncta by YABE & EGUCHI,1942, P1.7, Fig. 7) , and no living specimen has been collected so far (ZIBROWIUS et al., 1975) . During the cruise KT-86-16 of R/V "Tansei-Maru", 13 living specimens of this polychaete were captured from Southwest off Shikoku Island at depths of 277-317m. We could also examine a batch of specimens sent by courtesy (Fig. 1a, b) . Pygidium with a pair of short anal cirri (Fig. 1c) . Parapodia with short presetal lobes and longer conical postsetal lobes (Fig. 1f, g ) ; posterior parapodia with slightly shorter postsetal lobes (Fig.   1h) Mucous, membranous tube attached around coral corallum ; sometimes posterior end reaching to coral base (Fig. 3a, b) .
Remarks. The affinities of Lumbrineris flabellicola have been discussed extensively by ZIBROWIUS et al. (1975) . To date, L. flabellicola is the only species of the genus known to be commensal with or parasitic on ahermatypic corals.
The specimens from various areas including Japan were well identical with this species in main morphological characters, though a minor difference was recognized in the distribution pattern of winged capillary setae. In Japanese specimens, the setae were present on anterior 15-23 setigers, but on 26 setigers in a specimen of 2 mm wide from Gorringe Bank or on more setigers in the previous descriptions (on anterior 28 setigers in the holotype measuring 55 mm long with 130 setigers in FAGE, 1936 ; on 40 setigers in ZIBROWIUS et al., 1975) .
This character may vary due to the size of specimen.
An additional small papilla on the inner base of one or each anal cirrus was observed in two Japanese specimens, while it was absent in the six remaining Japanese complete specimens and in a fragmental specimen from Galice Bank. This papilla may be an abnormal state of the enflated base of anal cirrus.
